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GROUND RULES

1. Take care of your needs as you have them, quietly.

2. Demonstrate respect for all, including yourself!

3. Allow others to finish their statements.

4. Be flexible; suspend certainty. 

5. Turn off or mute cell phones and pagers; STAY PRESENT!

6. “ Vegas Rule” (maintain confidentiality)

7. Feel free to go out on a limb; be vulnerable/courageous

8. Expand what you know to benefit children & families!

9. Enjoy yourself!  
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WHY ARE WE HERE?

Head Start Early Learning Outcomes Framework

Guiding Principles: 

Every child has diverse strengths rooted in their family’s culture, 

background, language, and beliefs. Responsive and respectful learning 

environments welcome children from diverse cultural and linguistic 

backgrounds.  Effective teaching practices and learning experiences build 

on unique backgrounds and prior experience of each child.

Head Start Early Learning Outcones Frameswork: Ageges Birth to Five   p. 3
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OBJECTIVES

Understand how to connect unique cultural learning 

experiences with the Head Start Early Learning Outcomes 

Framework by:

1. Creating cultural experiences for the HSELOF learning 

domains

2. Developing activities and strategies for teaching cultural 

skills at home and at HS/EHS. 
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HEAD START EARLY LEARNING 

OUTCOMES FRAMEWORK
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HEAD START EARLY LEARNING 

OUTCOMES FRAMEWORK

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/hs/sr/approach/elof/i-elof.html
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/hs/sr/approach/elof/i-elof.html
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LANGUAGE AND CULTURE MATTER!

“There are many paths to the top of the mountain.”

– Proverb

“
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LANGUAGE AND CULTURE MATTER!

“The language is your world view. The way you 

see the world (when speaking in my native language) . . . 

is so different from thinking in English. Every single 

sound of the language has

a meaning to it, and unless you can understand those 

meanings, it is really hard to put that 

world view together.” 

— Jonathan Ross, Alaska Native Heritage Center
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LANGUAGE AND CULTURE MATTER!

“Without language, the canoe, paddle, water, seat, the 

birds you hear are different than what our ancestors 

experienced. If you know the language, then you know 

what our ancestors heard, saw, felt, and experienced.”

— Zalmai “Zeke” Zahir, University of Oregon

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“Every 2 weeks a language dies somewhere on this earth. 

When that happens, there is something that can never be 

said again.”

—NPR
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SCHOOL READINESS GOALS & THE HSELOF

“School readiness goals” means the expectations of 

children’s status and progress across the HSELOF domains:

• Approaches to Learning

• Social and Emotional Development

• Language and Literacy 

• Cognition 

• Perceptual, Motor and Physical Development

Federal Register/Vol. 76 No. 217 November 9, 2011—DRS Final Rule - Definition

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/hs/sr/approach/elof/i-elof.html
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/hs/sr/approach/elof/i-elof.html
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MAKING THE CONNECTION

Connecting your traditional cultural skills, values, beliefs 

and lifeways with:

• Curriculum

• HSELOF

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/hs/sr/approach/elof/i-elof.html
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/hs/sr/approach/elof/i-elof.html
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MAKING THE CONNECTION
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MAKING THE CONNECTION

Let’s do it together!

1. Select one 

traditional 

cultural skill, 

value, belief, or 

lifeway

2. Brainstorm 

learning 

experiences 

related to the 

HSELOF domains
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CULTURALLY RESPONSIVE PARENT, 

FAMILY & COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
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Culturally Responsive Parent Family 

and Community Engagement

Cora’s Story
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DEFINITIONS

ACTIVITY

What the child does 

to practice and 

develop the skill

SKILL

What the child is 

learning
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ACTIVITY
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PLANNING TIME

Pause and Reflect (Immediate reflection is important)

• Shout out what you plan to do to implement more 

cultural practices into your daily work with children.

• Develop an Action Plan 
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OBJECTIVES

Understand how to connect unique cultural learning 

experiences with the Head Start Early Learning Outcomes 

Framework by:

1. Creating cultural experiences for the HSELOF learning 

domains

2. Developing activities and strategies for teaching cultural 

skills at home and at HS/EHS. 
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If we don't teach our children 

about our culture and traditions 

that we feel are being stolen from 

us daily, then at present we are just 

as guilty of the offense.”

Robert High Eagle

Lakota
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REFERENCES

• ECLKC: Making It Work! 

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/tta-system/cultural-

linguistic/making-it-work

• ECLKC:  HSELOF 

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/hs/sr/approach/elof

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/tta-system/cultural-linguistic/making-it-work
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/hs/sr/approach/elof
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Pidamayayapi

I am grateful to all of you.

Pte Duta Win 

Renetta Goeson

Early Childhood Specialist

Renetta.Goeson@icfi.com 605-237-1742

mailto:Renetta.Goeson@icfi.com
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THANK YOU!

We hope this supports your 

cultural and native language preservation efforts!

Renetta Goeson

605-237-1742 Renetta.Goeson@icf.com
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